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***SRC TRANSPARENCY REPORT***

This post provides an update on the notable developments in college and outlines what the SRC Executive Committee (Exec) has done, collectively and as individuals, throughout Easter Term 2020. It focusses on the student experience at the college of St Hild and St Bede.

First of all, apologies for the lateness of this report. Due to the strange nature of this past term, it was particularly difficult to pick a concrete time when Easter term activities ended for the SRC. As time ticked on, it seemed appropriate to release this on the final day of Kesia’s presidency. The Hild Bede SRC Exec would like to thank Kesia for her hard work over the past year (and indeed throughout her time at Hild Bede), and wish her the best in her future endeavours.

As you may well be aware, we are currently in the throes of a global pandemic. Necessarily, the events normally held in college in Easter term could not run; our physical College day, Hild Bedestock, final formal, and summer ball were all cancelled. However, all hope was not lost. A lot of work went into the organisation of online replacements for some of these events, notably a virtual college day and final formal. Central to the organisation of these events were Kesia Schofield (President), Harvey Lamb (former President-elect) and Thomas Bevan (Vice-President).

Additionally, due to us being off-site for the entirety of this past term, we have been unable to make use of the social space that is the Vern. As such, it has not been possible to host our usual array of events – the weekly bar quiz, occasional open mic nights and termly Bedo’s bingo. Jack Rawden (Social Sec.) was able to work alongside his Ents Committee to livestream Vern bar quizzes direct to you, put together an “open mic night” video for College day, and host a livestreamed Bedo’s bingo event as part of Cuth’s varsity (see below). A special mention must go to Hugo Bush, who co-hosted each event with Jack.

Further from this, it was obviously necessary to cancel the Festival of Sport and our annual varsity with St Cuthbert’s Society. Jess Hall (Sports and Socs. Officer) and Daniel Joinson (former Sports and Socs. Officer) worked with the relevant officers from Team Durham and St Cuthbert’s Society to host and promote online replacements for these (both of which we won, yeah Hild Bede).

Finally, towards the end of June, Harvey Lamb resigned from his role of President-elect. This triggered a by-election, and after fierce campaigning from four candidates Joseph Cheadle was elected. He took up the role of SRC President immediately following his election, and shall hold the role until the end of July 2021.

Other notable developments comprise of:
· The creation of a temporary Liberations committee. Applications will open in full in Michaelmas, as with most other committees.
· The implementation of the disaffiliation of Hild Bede SRC from the Durham Students’ Union into the constitution of the SRC, including the creation of a new “Memoranda” section. As before, it should be noted that individual students of the SRC may be members of any DSU societies, and will not affect the accessibility of, for example, DSU Welfare provisions.
· The creation of “Bedo’s Playtime!!” on Facebook to foster the Hild Bede community even whilst we are all separated.
· The creation of a website for Hild Bede SRC (found at hildbedesrc.org).
· The creation of “Bedo’s Bellow”, a Hild Bede confessions page.
· The introduction of two new roles to International committee, namely a ‘WeChat rep’ and a ‘Visa rep’. The entirety of International committee was subsequently recruited, including those that shall operate as International reps at this coming Freshers’ Week. For a constitutional description of the edited committee please see Article XIII Section 2 Subsection (h). An up to date copy of the constitution can be found in the ‘General Information’ section of the about tab on the Hild Bede SRC Facebook page, or on our website.
· The restructuring of Welfare committee into a ‘Welfare team’, featuring a Welfare exec that will assist the Male and Female Welfare Officers in specific roles. This Welfare exec was then subsequently recruited, including those that shall operate as Welfare Freps at this coming Freshers’ week. For a constitutional description of the edited committee please see Article XIII Section 2 Subsection (j).
· The introduction and recruitment of mutual representatives between the Welfare team and each of the International, Liberations, and Postgraduate committees to better serve the welfare interests of each such group. 
· SRC approval (at referendum) of the update to the Appeals procedure (deemed to be minor by Steering Committee). For the new appeals procedure please see Article IX Section 6. 
· SRC ratification (at referendum) of ‘Hild Bede Dance Society’.
· SRC ratification (at referendum) of ‘Hild Bede Student Newspaper/Literary Society’
· SRC approval (at referendum) of the introduction of a ‘Finance committee’. This serves to increase transparency of SRC finances and increase the financial accountability of future Presidents and Treasurers. For the constitutional description of the new committee, please see Article XIII Section 2 Subsection (l).

Discussions regarding the Leazes Road Development Project are ongoing. The University are assessing the future development of the site on which Hild Bede sits, however as it stands there will be no significant developments before 2022. 

At present, we understandably do not know what form the usual Michaelmas term events (Freshers’ week, Winter ball, formal dinners, and Vern events such as the bar quiz) may take, if indeed they go ahead at all. The SRC Exec are in contact with College staff to plan for these events; and we will make every attempt to maximise the benefits brought to SRC members whilst ensuring we act in a safe and responsible manner.

Any questions or queries should be directed to the SRC Chairperson at robbie.keywood@durham.ac.uk.
